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Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 


This preliminary amendment is being filed in connection with the above-referenced 
application being filed herewith. Prior to examination, please amend the application as follows: 

IN THE SPECIFICATION 

iflease repIacTthe second^aragrap^on pag^^and 7 ofthe^DetaUed Description of the 
Drawings" with the following^ 


Referring to FIGURE IB, speech recognition system 10 may be in communication, via a 
computer network 21 and an interface such as a hub or switch hub 22, with a transcription 
management system (TMS) 23 operable to manage the distribution and dissemination of the 
transcribed speech reports. Computer network 21 may be the Internet, intranet or extranet, and is used 
to transfer and receive data, commands and other information between speech recognition system 10 
and transcription management system 23. Suitable communication protocols such as the File Transfer 
Protocol (FTP) may be used to transfer data between the two systems. Computer 1 1 may upload data 
to system 23 using a dial-up modem, a cable modem, an ISDN converter, or like devices (not 
explicitly shown). The file transfer between systems 10 and 23 may be initiated by either system to 
upload or download the data. Transcription management system 23 includes a computer and suitable 
peripherals such as a central data storage 24 which houses data related to various transcription report 
recipients, the manner in which the transcription reports should be sent, and the transcription reports 
themselves. Transcription management system is capable of transmitting the transcription reports to 
the intended recipients via various predetermined modes, such as electronic mail, facsimile, or via a 
secured web site, and is further capable of sending notifications via pager, email, facsimile, and other 
suitable manners. Transcription management system 23 is typically in communication with multiple 
speech recognition systems 10 that perform the speech-to-text function. 
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